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This report is the second produced by Nature Tourism Services for 

the Murray to Mountains Railtrail Committee as part of the process of 

developing the Stage 1 delivery of a new signage ensemble.

The first report (sections shown left) was a working paper focussed on 

the issue of determining the overall constructs within which the signage 

process needed to proceed. Principally this revolved around the issue 

of the signage installation that is required to be undertaken by the three 

respective Councils who collectively maintain the trail infrastructure.

The key question was whether or not the signage concept plan had the 

option of pursuing the development of trailhead node signage options 

on raised concrete plinths given that the costs of all matters relating 

to the installation including planning, approvals, materials and works 

supervision  would need to be met by the local Councils.

The answer to this question was that the trailhead signage needed to 

be installed at ground level using sub surface footings with threaded rod 

fixings protruding for the installation of the entry node signage unit. 

The focus for this report is hence to build upon this working paper 

platform to put forward a series of design options for the consideration 

of the Rail Trail Committee. This report also includes the relative 

manufacturing costs associated with the respective options.

Once a preferred system has been endorsed, decisions can then be 

made in relation to the allocation of Stage 1 funding for the signage roll 

out and engineering and graphic design for the signs completed.

This report hence represents the second in a three tier response needed 

to deliver the overall signage outcomes required.

Ian Charles, Director Nature Tourism Services, 14 June 2015
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Whilst the development of the finished panel designs in 
terms of both content and also the panel shapes lies ahead, 
it is possible at this stage in the project based on initial 
discussions with the project management group and prior 
experience to identify two key options for the entry node 
structures. 

These are shown opposite.

Option A uses a raised concrete pedestal 600mm high to 
provide a base for the signage unit. This is the preferred option 
as it allows for a mixed palette of materials to be used include 
the likely stencilling of railtrail logo into the concrete surface.

The alternative Option B uses a cheaper footing system 
whereby the unit is installed flush level with the ground 
surface.

It is envisaged that for each trail head, two of these structural 
units will be installed  in a ‘side by side’ positioning. In some 
settings however, just a single unit may be installed alone.

We have obtained a quote from a local concrete subcontractor 
that recently produced these footings for the new signage 
materials now being installed at the falls Creek Alpine Resort.

This indicates that a subcontracted footings cost in the order 
of $3,000 ex GST would apply for the raised unit with $1800 
ex GST being applicable for the ground level pad footing.

This in turn represents a footings cost of $6,000 ex 
GST per trailhead for the two raised pedestal footings 
or $3600 ex GST for the two flush mounted footings. 
Please note that these costs are indicative only and 
that Councils would need to make their own detailed 
budget assessments of each sites needs (including 
matters such as hard surfacing for example).

Structuraloptions
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Trailhead signage must convey two complementary message sets. 

One is the information people need to know and actively seek out prior to 

setting off on their experience. 

The other is the information we want them to know in order that they have 

an overall context and appreciation of the experience on offer.

The challenge for trailhead signage is to marry these two competing interest 

sets into the one integrated product. People must be drawn to the signage 

through both its visual appeal but also primarily through its functionality – the 

immediate promise to provide them with the orientation information they 

require. 

Presenting this in a context where it is underpinned by the messages we 

want people to know is where much of the challenge of developing trailhead 

signage really lies.

To this end the prime issue for trailhead signage to address is not so much 

the detail of headline content on offer – as this is usually prescriptive in terms 

of maps and user guidelines. Rather it is about identifying the context and 

underlying messages that must support the delivery of this information.

This is the issue which is accordingly addressed here in Part 1 of this report. 

Once this is addressed, developing an appropriate signage ensemble that 

delivers this content is then the second order issue. 

The final step in the process then comes through marrying the delivery of 

these three elements - the brand context, the message content and the 

canvas upon which these are presented into one coherent unit.

1.1 the branding challenge

PART 1:
BRAND CONTEXT
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The Kakadu National Park Branding strategy describes the process of branding as 

follows:

“The brand provides a deep emotional connection to the visitor. It influences the feelings, 

perceptions and thoughts the visitor has about a destination. The brand reflects the 

values, attributes and personality of the destination. It embodies uniqueness. It sets 

the place apart from all other destinations.

As a promise, the brand must be delivered and honoured. The brand makes the 

experience of a place positive, memorable, different and as exceptional as it can be. To 

create a brand for a destination, it must first resonate with the potential visitor and follow 

through to the experiences on offer.

The brand provides focus for the development of the destination – it is what the 

destination aspires to be.

The brand shapes attitudes and provides a clear choice when making decisions. The 

brand is not the logo or advertising. These are creative executions of the brand.” 

Accordingly it is apparent that the process of developing the signage 

responses for the railtrail have a crucial role to play in the larger development 

of the new branding roll out for the railtrail.

With its new logo and typographic templates in place, as a result of the 

recent 2104 brand guidelines process, the challenge for the signage work 

must be to encapsulate the “values, attributes and personalities of the 

destination.” 

The following sections in Part 1 address this issue to the extent necessary to 

proceed to the next stage of developing the signage ensemble.

1.2 current branding assets

2

Master logo (Preferred)Murray to Mountains logo

These are the preferred versions of the 

Murray to Mountains brandmark.

The Master logo should be used where 
ever possible. A smaller stacked version 
is available but should only be used 
only on small signage or where portrait 
orientation is appropriate due to size 
restrictions.

Format

The Mountain To Murray logo is available 
in the following file types:

•  EPS 
•  AI
•  JPEG
•  PNG Stacked Logo (Restricted Use Only)

 Murray to Mountains Brand guidelines
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1.3 railtrail values, attributes 
and personalities

1.3.1 THE PRIMACY OF THE RAILTRAIL BEDROCK 

Based on our research of the current product on offer in the Murray to Mountains Railtrail 

product, we have identified the key attributes in a way which facilitates their inclusion into 

the signage ensemble. 

In a tourism marketing world where generic and ubiquitous trail products are underpinning 

the delivery of an ever increasing array of visitor product and experiences, the key branding 

attribute of the Railtrail must derive from its name – it is not just a trail – it is a RAILtrail. This is 

the bedrock of the experience. Whilst an ever expanding array of opportunities can be built 

upon this foundation, these must derive their strength and meaning from their connection 

and relevance to the  underlying Railtrail motif.

An example of how this may present in practice is shown opposite.

The key features to note here is the juxtaposition of the modern visitor experience in the form 

of the two cyclists against a heritage rail image. This has several elements. The first is to make 

the case beyond doubt that people are cycling along a former railway line easement. This is 

a simple fact that is surprisingly easy to lose in a modern open landscape with a paved trail 

often devoid of any visual rail references.

The second point to note in this image is that people in the background are looking at the 

cyclists in a manner almost of passing the baton - yes it was our path once - but now its yours 

to experience anew.

Additional to this image also is the inclusion of a simple orange branding element that 

condenses the key structure of the railtrail components / stations into a diagram that mimics 

those used on rail directories the world over. 

Finally the image introduces a call to action – the byline of “explore new trails along old 

tracks”. This directly addresses the issue of the railtrail being grounded on old tracks - being 

an old railway track, whilst also inviting the opportunity to establish new trails derivative from 

these old pathways. 

In this way the proposition includes new product options like the Pedal to Produce routes. 

It also invites an array of derivative options. ‘New art/sculpture on old tracks’  ’pop-up cafe 

on old tracks’, ‘community garden on old tracks’ for example immediately spring to mind. 

Individual businesses could develop these motifs in a way that positions their new product 

onto the bedrock of the Railtrail experience.

THIS IS A SHARED USE TRAIL

RAIL TRAIL user guide

LEAVE NO TRACE
•  Leave all flora and fauna undisturbed

•  Take your rubbish home

•  Camp in designated areas only

•  Fires are prohibited in the reserve

• No firewood collection

CONSIDER OTHERS
• When approaching from behind and passing

• Wheels to give way to walkers

• Pull of the trail pavement when stopping

• Keep to the left when necessary

• Show courtesy to others

• Give way to stock at crossing points

• Report any wandering stock within the 
reserves

• Don’t trespass on adjoining land

FOR YOUR SAFETY
•  Wear approved helmets

•  Be careful at road crossings; young and 
inexperienced riders should dismount. There 
are many minor road crossings and some 
major road crossings, so don’t forget that 
road rules apply and cars have the right of 
way, not the pedestrian, cyclist or horse rider.

•  Observe all signs and local regulations

•  Be prepared for changes in weather and trail 
conditions

•  Motor vehicles including motor bikes are not 
permitted within the reserve

•  Plan your journey. Take care on Total Fire Ban 
days and days of High Fire Danger/Code 
Red Days.

DOGS
•  Keep dogs on a leash and under control at 

all times

•  Remove dog droppings from the reserve

HORSES
•  Horse riding is not permitted on the trail 

pavement

CARRY
•   Water and food (the availability of drinking 

water along the Rail Trail is limited)

•   Bicycle repair kit and a good pump 

•   Mobile phone (there are some blackspots)

• Sunscreen and insect repellent

REGULATIONS
•  Crown Land Reserves (Murray to Mountains 

Rail Trail Reserve) Regulations 2003 apply 
to this reserve

•  Permits may be required for some events or 
activities. Contact the Council listed below 
for more information

REPORT ANY MISUSE 
Help us maintain and improve our Rail Trail by 
reporting misuse and damage to:

Rural City of Wangaratta PO Box 238 
Wangaratta VIC 3676

Ph: 03 5722 0888 

Email: via contact page on website

Web: murraytomountains.com

STAY INFORMED
Radio Stations for regional/local information 
and emergency broadcasts:

• ABC 774AM

• STAR FM 96.9

FIRE DANGER INFORMATION

Be fire ready, stay safe. DIAL 000 for police,       
fire and ambulance

• Be aware of the Fire Danger Rating as 
you are in a high fire risk area. If the day is 
declared a day of Code Red fire danger, 
you should reconsider your plans to use the 
Rail Trail.

• For updated information on Fire Danger 
ratings in Victoria or general safety advice, 
call 1800 240 667 or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:
SAVING TIME, SAVING LIVES

Emergency Markers are located along the 
Rail Trail.

In an Emergency dial 000 and quote the 
Emergency Marker code where you are 
located.

This location: 
MURRAY TO MOUNTAINS RAILTRAIL - 
WANGARATTA

 

BICYCLES WALKERS NO 
HORSES

DOGS
ON LEASH

NO
MOTOR-
BIKES
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1.3.2 MARRYING BRANDING CONSTRUCT TO KEY VISITOR CONTENT 

The illustration opposite shows how we can marry the information people need to 

know, with our desire to communicate the values and constructs we want them to 

know. 

It takes essential user guide content and couples it playfully with an image 

juxtaposing a historical photo of an engine with a modern photo of Beechworth 

station.

This approach is a direct result of the above section whereby the rail trail attempts 

at every point to assert that its product rests upon the bedrock of its rail heritage.

THIS IS A SHARED USE TRAIL

RAIL TRAIL user guide
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• Give way to stock at crossing points

• Report any wandering stock within the 
reserves

• Don’t trespass on adjoining land
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•  Be careful at road crossings; young and 
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are many minor road crossings and some 
major road crossings, so don’t forget that 
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way, not the pedestrian, cyclist or horse rider.
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•  Motor vehicles including motor bikes are not 
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•  Keep dogs on a leash and under control at 

all times

•  Remove dog droppings from the reserve

HORSES
•  Horse riding is not permitted on the trail 

pavement

CARRY
•   Water and food (the availability of drinking 

water along the Rail Trail is limited)

•   Bicycle repair kit and a good pump 
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•  Permits may be required for some events or 
activities. Contact the Council listed below 
for more information

REPORT ANY MISUSE 
Help us maintain and improve our Rail Trail by 
reporting misuse and damage to:

Rural City of Wangaratta PO Box 238 
Wangaratta VIC 3676

Ph: 03 5722 0888 

Email: via contact page on website

Web: murraytomountains.com

STAY INFORMED
Radio Stations for regional/local information 
and emergency broadcasts:

• ABC 774AM

• STAR FM 96.9

FIRE DANGER INFORMATION

Be fire ready, stay safe. DIAL 000 for police,       
fire and ambulance

• Be aware of the Fire Danger Rating as 
you are in a high fire risk area. If the day is 
declared a day of Code Red fire danger, 
you should reconsider your plans to use the 
Rail Trail.

• For updated information on Fire Danger 
ratings in Victoria or general safety advice, 
call 1800 240 667 or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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Emergency Markers are located along the 
Rail Trail.

In an Emergency dial 000 and quote the 
Emergency Marker code where you are 
located.
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1.3.3 MAKE CONTENT RELEVANT TO THE BRAND DELIVERY

A crucial action to flow from the above considerations is to ensure that historical 

information is not just included per se for its own sake, but rather is adapted to a 

context that makes it relevant to the visitor. 

This must occur in a way that assists them to see their current experience as being 

linked to and in some way derivative from the generations of visitors who have also 

used the rail corridor to access the mountains.

This reinforces the very name of the railtrail itself.  “Murray to Mountains” is an 

inherent call to action that implies a focus of travel from the lowland river country 

up into the mountain valleys and beyond.

This bedrock needs to be recognised and endorsed. It does not detract from the 

validity of the numerous array of other tour experiences that don’t follow this 

pathway - as in the case of the wine country loops. 

It does however mean that the bedrock experience must be asserted in the first 

instance. 

In this way a clear construct is established by which people can understand how 

the various components of the rail trail interact with each other.

The content shown opposite clearly presents this scenario. 

It makes the simple point that the Railways Department built and operated the 

Mount Buffalo Chalet and draws the important connection to the fact that the 

Railways department also set up and ran the Victorian Tourism Bureau – that rail 

and tourism were from the outset synonymous in Victoria.

railways – a history of bringing people to the mountains

By the mid 1880s Victorian rail network was creating a new tourism 
industry for the state as people from Melbourne were able to easily get 
out and explore their state. 

Keen to promote this business, the railway department set up the 
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau and actively invested in building 
and running new infrastructure like the Chalet at Mount Buffalo. 

This established the Buffalo Plateau as 

Victoria’s first ski resort. With its array of 

walks also catering for summer visitors, 

this ensured that the rail link into Bright 

was one of the state’s most vibrant tourist 

routes.

The role that the railways played in the 

life of Victorian tourism can be easily 

appreciated by their prominent depiction 

on this Tourist Map published in 1929.

FROM RAILWAY TO RAILTRAIL

While the importance of railways as a 

tourism resource dropped away with the  

proliferation of private motor cars after 

WWII, the rail links returned to the focus of 

visitor attention here in the 1990s.

In the wake of the rail line into Bright line 

closing in 1987, the idea was developed of 

turning the old rail corridor into a multi use 

visitor railtrail. Over a ten year period from 

1993, the trail was completed between 

Wangaratta, Bright and Beechworth. 

A NEW RAIL HERITAGE

Today, throughout the local region, railtrails 

continue a time honoured tradition of 

rail corridors providing access to the 

finest visitor experiences on offer from the 

Murray to the Mountains.

railtrail connections
Here at Wangaratta at the start of the Murray to Mountains Railtrail you actually 
have a rich array of cycle tour options open to you to explore. You can either 
hit the trail and set off eastwards on a one way out and back ride to 
Beechworth / Bright, or else you can also follow the railtrail link 
northwards to the wine country around Rutherglen.

For those riders wanting a loop trail riding 
experience starting and finishing here 
in the town there are a selection 
of routes open to explore 
based around the 
local road networks. visit Wangaratta

To help you 
appreciate the array 

of both accommodation, 
food and other services on offer 

here in the town, snap the QR code 
below to go to the visitwangaratta.com.au. 

website. Also be sure to stop in to the local visitor 
centre located nearby here as shown on the map 

below. Staff there can help you plan your trip to ensure 
you get the best out of your Murray to Mountains experience.

wangaratta – your natural base 

from which to explore the 

region via the Murray 

to Mountains Railtrail 



9

M
ur

ra
y 

to
 M

ou
nt

ai
ns

 R
ai

ltr
ai

l s
ig

na
ge

 c
on

ce
pt

 p
la

n

1.3.4 FIND WAYS TO USE THE BRAND TO PROMOTE LOCAL CONTENT

A crucial information set falling into the category of things we want the user to 

know is that of the local activities and opportunities open to them to explore 

alongside the railtrail.

Here the call to action is to pause, break your trip and take in the facilities and 

services on offer in the communities that the trail accesses.

This is an inherently open ended proposition. 

The key issue for signage to address is simply to introduce the proposition. It 

is generally beyond its scope and scale of canvas to present the detail of this 

proposition. 

What it can do is raise people’s awareness of the key community assets in the locate 

they are travelling through and ensure that they are provided with  simple and 

effective means of accessing further information in this regard.

The ways in which they actually do this will vary from place to place and indeed are 

likely to vary over time as for example better mobile phone reception may develop 

to enhance the decidedly patchy coverage currently on offer in many areas.

The role for signage is to ensure that vital canvas space is devoted to this content 

from the outset as distinct from simply “tacking it on” to other panels as an 

afterthought.

railways – a history of bringing people to the mountains

By the mid 1880s Victorian rail network was creating a new tourism 
industry for the state as people from Melbourne were able to easily get 
out and explore their state. 

Keen to promote this business, the railway department set up the 
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau and actively invested in building 
and running new infrastructure like the Chalet at Mount Buffalo. 

This established the Buffalo Plateau as 

Victoria’s first ski resort. With its array of 

walks also catering for summer visitors, 

this ensured that the rail link into Bright 

was one of the state’s most vibrant tourist 

routes.

The role that the railways played in the 

life of Victorian tourism can be easily 

appreciated by their prominent depiction 

on this Tourist Map published in 1929.
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tourism resource dropped away with the  

proliferation of private motor cars after 

WWII, the rail links returned to the focus of 

visitor attention here in the 1990s.

In the wake of the rail line into Bright line 

closing in 1987, the idea was developed of 

turning the old rail corridor into a multi use 

visitor railtrail. Over a ten year period from 

1993, the trail was completed between 

Wangaratta, Bright and Beechworth. 

A NEW RAIL HERITAGE

Today, throughout the local region, railtrails 

continue a time honoured tradition of 

rail corridors providing access to the 

finest visitor experiences on offer from the 

Murray to the Mountains.

railtrail connections
Here at Wangaratta at the start of the Murray to Mountains Railtrail you actually 
have a rich array of cycle tour options open to you to explore. You can either 
hit the trail and set off eastwards on a one way out and back ride to 
Beechworth / Bright, or else you can also follow the railtrail link 
northwards to the wine country around Rutherglen.

For those riders wanting a loop trail riding 
experience starting and finishing here 
in the town there are a selection 
of routes open to explore 
based around the 
local road networks. visit Wangaratta

To help you 
appreciate the array 

of both accommodation, 
food and other services on offer 

here in the town, snap the QR code 
below to go to the visitwangaratta.com.au. 

website. Also be sure to stop in to the local visitor 
centre located nearby here as shown on the map 

below. Staff there can help you plan your trip to ensure 
you get the best out of your Murray to Mountains experience.
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from which to explore the 

region via the Murray 
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1.3.5 GROUPING CONTENT INTO EXPERIENCE SETS

The trailhead signage must always align itself with the needs and context of the 

user as a first order issue. This requires strategic grouping of information and the 

careful structuring of its delivery.

There are four key content sections relevant to the railtrail trailhead signage and 

these are grouped in two experience sets.

Experience set 1 is that of the outbound visitor - the person leaving the town 

precinct and setting out onto the trail. 

Here the key priorities are to ensure a strong brand association is attached to the 

trail – this is the Murray to Mountains Railtrail you are now embarking on. These are 

its key branding elements. Look for these along your way and they will guide you 

along the route. The second content section for this experience set is the issue of 

user guidelines governing the safe and considered use of the trail.

Experience set 2 addresses the issue of the inbound visitor entering the 

town precinct. Here the key challenge is to create a sense of precinct identity about 

the local area. Associated with this is the opportunity to communicate the array of 

other local opportunities on offer. 

In concert with this is an environment where people are “stopping” rather than 

“starting”, is the chance to talk to them somewhat more expansively about the 

meaning and context of the trail.

Trailhead nodes such as this provide natural gathering points for people to stop, 

dismount and regroup prior to entering the town precinct. This presents an 

opportunity to communicate some of the background heritage context for the trail 

in a manner that may be easily appreciated.

In summary

It is this natural twofold grouping of the out and back experiences that underpins 

the approach already presented of using two double sided plinths side by side to 

form the basis of the entry node signage. The idea here is that each content section 

has its own “face” - its own identity and self contained focus.

This rationale hence underpins the signage designs to be presented in Part 2 of this 

report.

THIS IS A SHARED USE TRAIL

RAIL TRAIL user guide

LEAVE NO TRACE
•  Leave all flora and fauna undisturbed

•  Take your rubbish home

•  Camp in designated areas only

•  Fires are prohibited in the reserve

• No firewood collection

CONSIDER OTHERS
• When approaching from behind and passing

• Wheels to give way to walkers

• Pull of the trail pavement when stopping

• Keep to the left when necessary

• Show courtesy to others

• Give way to stock at crossing points

• Report any wandering stock within the 
reserves

• Don’t trespass on adjoining land

FOR YOUR SAFETY
•  Wear approved helmets

•  Be careful at road crossings; young and 
inexperienced riders should dismount. There 
are many minor road crossings and some 
major road crossings, so don’t forget that 
road rules apply and cars have the right of 
way, not the pedestrian, cyclist or horse rider.

•  Observe all signs and local regulations

•  Be prepared for changes in weather and trail 
conditions

•  Motor vehicles including motor bikes are not 
permitted within the reserve

•  Plan your journey. Take care on Total Fire Ban 
days and days of High Fire Danger/Code 
Red Days.

DOGS
•  Keep dogs on a leash and under control at 

all times

•  Remove dog droppings from the reserve

HORSES
•  Horse riding is not permitted on the trail 

pavement

CARRY
•   Water and food (the availability of drinking 

water along the Rail Trail is limited)

•   Bicycle repair kit and a good pump 

•   Mobile phone (there are some blackspots)

• Sunscreen and insect repellent

REGULATIONS
•  Crown Land Reserves (Murray to Mountains 

Rail Trail Reserve) Regulations 2003 apply 
to this reserve

•  Permits may be required for some events or 
activities. Contact the Council listed below 
for more information

REPORT ANY MISUSE 
Help us maintain and improve our Rail Trail by 
reporting misuse and damage to:

Rural City of Wangaratta PO Box 238 
Wangaratta VIC 3676

Ph: 03 5722 0888 

Email: via contact page on website

Web: murraytomountains.com

STAY INFORMED
Radio Stations for regional/local information 
and emergency broadcasts:

• ABC 774AM

• STAR FM 96.9

FIRE DANGER INFORMATION

Be fire ready, stay safe. DIAL 000 for police,       
fire and ambulance

• Be aware of the Fire Danger Rating as 
you are in a high fire risk area. If the day is 
declared a day of Code Red fire danger, 
you should reconsider your plans to use the 
Rail Trail.

• For updated information on Fire Danger 
ratings in Victoria or general safety advice, 
call 1800 240 667 or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:
SAVING TIME, SAVING LIVES

Emergency Markers are located along the 
Rail Trail.

In an Emergency dial 000 and quote the 
Emergency Marker code where you are 
located.

This location: 
MURRAY TO MOUNTAINS RAILTRAIL - 
WANGARATTA

 

BICYCLES WALKERS NO 
HORSES

DOGS
ON LEASH

NO
MOTOR-
BIKES

railways – a history of bringing people to the mountains

By the mid 1880s Victorian rail network was creating a new tourism 
industry for the state as people from Melbourne were able to easily get 
out and explore their state. 

Keen to promote this business, the railway department set up the 
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau and actively invested in building 
and running new infrastructure like the Chalet at Mount Buffalo. 

This established the Buffalo Plateau as 

Victoria’s first ski resort. With its array of 

walks also catering for summer visitors, 

this ensured that the rail link into Bright 

was one of the state’s most vibrant tourist 

routes.

The role that the railways played in the 

life of Victorian tourism can be easily 

appreciated by their prominent depiction 

on this Tourist Map published in 1929.

FROM RAILWAY TO RAILTRAIL

While the importance of railways as a 

tourism resource dropped away with the  

proliferation of private motor cars after 

WWII, the rail links returned to the focus of 

visitor attention here in the 1990s.

In the wake of the rail line into Bright line 

closing in 1987, the idea was developed of 

turning the old rail corridor into a multi use 

visitor railtrail. Over a ten year period from 

1993, the trail was completed between 

Wangaratta, Bright and Beechworth. 

A NEW RAIL HERITAGE

Today, throughout the local region, railtrails 

continue a time honoured tradition of 

rail corridors providing access to the 

finest visitor experiences on offer from the 

Murray to the Mountains.

railtrail connections
Here at Wangaratta at the start of the Murray to Mountains Railtrail you actually 
have a rich array of cycle tour options open to you to explore. You can either 
hit the trail and set off eastwards on a one way out and back ride to 
Beechworth / Bright, or else you can also follow the railtrail link 
northwards to the wine country around Rutherglen.

For those riders wanting a loop trail riding 
experience starting and finishing here 
in the town there are a selection 
of routes open to explore 
based around the 
local road networks. visit Wangaratta

To help you 
appreciate the array 

of both accommodation, 
food and other services on offer 

here in the town, snap the QR code 
below to go to the visitwangaratta.com.au. 

website. Also be sure to stop in to the local visitor 
centre located nearby here as shown on the map 

below. Staff there can help you plan your trip to ensure 
you get the best out of your Murray to Mountains experience.

wangaratta – your natural base 

from which to explore the 

region via the Murray 

to Mountains Railtrail 
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Here at Wangaratta at the start of the Murray to Mountains Railtrail you actually 
have a rich array of cycle tour options open to you to explore. You can either 
hit the trail and set off eastwards on a one way out and back ride to 
Beechworth / Bright, or else you can also follow the railtrail link 
northwards to the wine country around Rutherglen.

For those riders wanting a loop trail riding 
experience starting and finishing here 
in the town there are a selection 
of routes open to explore 
based around the 
local road networks. visit Wangaratta

To help you 
appreciate the array 

of both accommodation, 
food and other services on offer 

here in the town, snap the QR code 
below to go to the visitwangaratta.com.au. 

website. Also be sure to stop in to the local visitor 
centre located nearby here as shown on the map 

below. Staff there can help you plan your trip to ensure 
you get the best out of your Murray to Mountains experience.
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from which to explore the 

region via the Murray 

to Mountains Railtrail 

THIS IS A SHARED USE TRAIL

RAIL TRAIL user guide

LEAVE NO TRACE
•  Leave all flora and fauna undisturbed

•  Take your rubbish home

•  Camp in designated areas only

•  Fires are prohibited in the reserve

• No firewood collection

CONSIDER OTHERS
• When approaching from behind and passing

• Wheels to give way to walkers

• Pull of the trail pavement when stopping

• Keep to the left when necessary

• Show courtesy to others

• Give way to stock at crossing points

• Report any wandering stock within the 
reserves

• Don’t trespass on adjoining land

FOR YOUR SAFETY
•  Wear approved helmets

•  Be careful at road crossings; young and 
inexperienced riders should dismount. There 
are many minor road crossings and some 
major road crossings, so don’t forget that 
road rules apply and cars have the right of 
way, not the pedestrian, cyclist or horse rider.

•  Observe all signs and local regulations

•  Be prepared for changes in weather and trail 
conditions

•  Motor vehicles including motor bikes are not 
permitted within the reserve

•  Plan your journey. Take care on Total Fire Ban 
days and days of High Fire Danger/Code 
Red Days.

DOGS
•  Keep dogs on a leash and under control at 

all times

•  Remove dog droppings from the reserve

HORSES
•  Horse riding is not permitted on the trail 

pavement

CARRY
•   Water and food (the availability of drinking 

water along the Rail Trail is limited)

•   Bicycle repair kit and a good pump 

•   Mobile phone (there are some blackspots)

• Sunscreen and insect repellent

REGULATIONS
•  Crown Land Reserves (Murray to Mountains 

Rail Trail Reserve) Regulations 2003 apply 
to this reserve

•  Permits may be required for some events or 
activities. Contact the Council listed below 
for more information

REPORT ANY MISUSE 
Help us maintain and improve our Rail Trail by 
reporting misuse and damage to:

Rural City of Wangaratta PO Box 238 
Wangaratta VIC 3676

Ph: 03 5722 0888 

Email: via contact page on website

Web: murraytomountains.com

STAY INFORMED
Radio Stations for regional/local information 
and emergency broadcasts:

• ABC 774AM

• STAR FM 96.9

FIRE DANGER INFORMATION

Be fire ready, stay safe. DIAL 000 for police,       
fire and ambulance

• Be aware of the Fire Danger Rating as 
you are in a high fire risk area. If the day is 
declared a day of Code Red fire danger, 
you should reconsider your plans to use the 
Rail Trail.

• For updated information on Fire Danger 
ratings in Victoria or general safety advice, 
call 1800 240 667 or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:
SAVING TIME, SAVING LIVES

Emergency Markers are located along the 
Rail Trail.

In an Emergency dial 000 and quote the 
Emergency Marker code where you are 
located.

This location: 
MURRAY TO MOUNTAINS RAILTRAIL - 
WANGARATTA

 

BICYCLES WALKERS NO 
HORSES

DOGS
ON LEASH

NO
MOTOR-
BIKES

EXPERIENCE SET 1: contains two content sections for outbound visitors 

embarking onto the railtrail

EXPERIENCE SET 2: contains 2 content sections for visitors inbound into town 

precincts
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This section focuses specifically on the signage units that are proposed 

for installation in the trailhead entry nodes. It positions these in a generic 

landscape sketch / setting (shown left) that is envisaged to be roughly 

appropriate to most settings.

The key point to note here is that this is presented as a minimum landscape 

intervention required in order to install the signs in an appropriate manner. 

On a site by site basis, the option is open to each Council to actually invest 

some enhanced landscape design intervention into these precincts in a 

way that enhances both their visual and functional amenity by the inclusion 

of seating and shade elements for example. This may either happen at the 

time of initial installation or else returned to as a Stage 2 enhancement to 

complement the initial works.

The one clear recommendation this report makes is that the trailhead 

signs are not installed without this minimum intervention comprising a hard 

surface surrounds for the sign and perimeter bollards defining the outer 

edge of the hard surfacing. 

2.1 landscape setting

PART 2:
TRAILHEAD SIGNAGE

Ra
ilt

ra
il 

pa
ve

m
en

t 

Hard surfaced precinct 7m wide * 10m long

perimeter bollards approx 
2000mm centres

trailhead signage unit
positioned 1500mm 
in from trail

1m grid shown
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1000mm 700mm

2400m
m

1200mm

2400m
m

900mm1000mm 700mm

2400m
m

Corten frame with aluminium folded egde panels front 
and back

1000mm*900mm

1000mm*800mm
700mm*800mm

1000mm*1300mm1000mm*1000mm

1000mm*1000mm

1000mm*350mm

700mm*1000mm

700mm*1000mm

700mm*350mm

Falls creek sign system not seasonally changeable but 
with content to both sides of display

corten  frame with panels front and back

300mm*900mm

900mm*900mm

900mm*900mm

300mm*600mm

900mm*
600mm

900mm*
600mm

2.2 sign structure options

Fabricate free standing sign - 6mm Lyten HW350mm back panel with 
welded 100mmW side fins (50/50mm eachside) to 3 sides - fully welded 
16mm base plates - single panel.
Graphic panels out of 2.5mm aluminium with 30mm returns - screw fixings 
thru sides - Double Sided.
Graphic pans painted 2pk polyurethane colour TBA.
Direct print cmyk image from file provided to pre painted panels - Double 
Sided.
Top section of large sign with mask and spray graphic both sides - single 
panel. Clear over coated in 2pk polyurethane AG - UVR finish - oven 
baked.

Fabrication cost ex Factory for a single double 
sided, two plinth unit as above = $6,400 ex GST

Fabricate free standing blade signs out of 100x50x6mm aluminium 
channel fully welded to base plate.
Paint 2pk polyurethane finish - colour TBA.
Prepare graphic panels out of 2.5mm aluminium double skinned with 
5mm cut shape spacer panel between - Double
Sided.
Paint graphic panels 2pk polyurethane finish base coat - one side only of 
double sided panels.
Direct print from file provided tp pre painted panels one side of double 
sided panels.

Fabrication cost ex Factory for a single double 
sided, two plinth unit as above = $6,600 ex GST

Fabricate free standing blade sign with laser cut 6mm Lyten HW350 backing 
panel - shaped with reverse cut design.
Weld surrounding fin to all sides of backing panel 50mmD with screw fixings thru 
side to graphic pans.
Fabricate graphic panels out of 2.5mm aluminium with folded returns to all sides 
- Double Sided.
Paint graphic pans 2pk polyurethane finish - colour TBA and direct print from file 
provided to pre painted panels -
Double Sided.
Clear over coated 2pk polyurethane finish both sides.

Fabrication cost ex Factory for a single double sided, 
two plinth unit as above = $7,180 ex GST

This is the same signage system we have developed 
for falls Creek where it is installed on an above ground 
600mm plinth. In this case the structure is extended to 
ground level.

This is the signage system we have developed for use in the 
entry displays to the Munmorah State Conservation Area in 
NSW. It features rusted steel backdrops that support UV flat 
bed printed aluminium panel artwork.

The above is the signage system that we 

recommend be adopted for the Murray to Mountains 

Railtrail Trailhead signage.

It builds upon the rusted steel system supporting 

digitally printed aluminium panels  we used 

for Munmorah SCA (shown left) to feature side 

extensions to the signage unit and include cut out 

rail track motifs.
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THIS IS A SHARED USE TRAIL

RAIL TRAIL user guide

LEAVE NO TRACE
•  Leave all flora and fauna undisturbed

•  Take your rubbish home

•  Camp in designated areas only

•  Fires are prohibited in the reserve

• No firewood collection

CONSIDER OTHERS
• When approaching from behind and passing

• Wheels to give way to walkers

• Pull of the trail pavement when stopping

• Keep to the left when necessary

• Show courtesy to others

• Give way to stock at crossing points

• Report any wandering stock within the 
reserves

• Don’t trespass on adjoining land

FOR YOUR SAFETY
•  Wear approved helmets

•  Be careful at road crossings; young and 
inexperienced riders should dismount. There 
are many minor road crossings and some 
major road crossings, so don’t forget that 
road rules apply and cars have the right of 
way, not the pedestrian, cyclist or horse rider.

•  Observe all signs and local regulations

•  Be prepared for changes in weather and trail 
conditions

•  Motor vehicles including motor bikes are not 
permitted within the reserve

•  Plan your journey. Take care on Total Fire Ban 
days and days of High Fire Danger/Code 
Red Days.

DOGS
•  Keep dogs on a leash and under control at 

all times

•  Remove dog droppings from the reserve

HORSES
•  Horse riding is not permitted on the trail 

pavement

CARRY
•   Water and food (the availability of drinking 

water along the Rail Trail is limited)

•   Bicycle repair kit and a good pump 

•   Mobile phone (there are some blackspots)

• Sunscreen and insect repellent

REGULATIONS
•  Crown Land Reserves (Murray to Mountains 

Rail Trail Reserve) Regulations 2003 apply 
to this reserve

•  Permits may be required for some events or 
activities. Contact the Council listed below 
for more information

REPORT ANY MISUSE 
Help us maintain and improve our Rail Trail by 
reporting misuse and damage to:

Rural City of Wangaratta PO Box 238 
Wangaratta VIC 3676

Ph: 03 5722 0888 

Email: via contact page on website

Web: murraytomountains.com

STAY INFORMED
Radio Stations for regional/local information 
and emergency broadcasts:

• ABC 774AM

• STAR FM 96.9

FIRE DANGER INFORMATION

Be fire ready, stay safe. DIAL 000 for police,       
fire and ambulance

• Be aware of the Fire Danger Rating as 
you are in a high fire risk area. If the day is 
declared a day of Code Red fire danger, 
you should reconsider your plans to use the 
Rail Trail.

• For updated information on Fire Danger 
ratings in Victoria or general safety advice, 
call 1800 240 667 or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:
SAVING TIME, SAVING LIVES

Emergency Markers are located along the 
Rail Trail.

In an Emergency dial 000 and quote the 
Emergency Marker code where you are 
located.

This location: 
MURRAY TO MOUNTAINS RAILTRAIL - 
WANGARATTA

 

BICYCLES WALKERS NO 
HORSES

DOGS
ON LEASH

NO
MOTOR-
BIKES

2.3 sign content
This layout shows the way in which the 

branding content could be laid out on the 

recommended trailhead node signage unit for 

a person embarking outwards onto the railtrail.



14

M
ur

ra
y 

to
 M

ou
nt

ai
ns

 R
ai

ltr
ai

l s
ig

na
ge

 c
on

ce
pt

 p
la

n

railways – a history of bringing people to the mountains

By the mid 1880s Victorian rail network was creating a new tourism 
industry for the state as people from Melbourne were able to easily get 
out and explore their state. 

Keen to promote this business, the railway department set up the 
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau and actively invested in building 
and running new infrastructure like the Chalet at Mount Buffalo. 

This established the Buffalo Plateau as 

Victoria’s first ski resort. With its array of 

walks also catering for summer visitors, 

this ensured that the rail link into Bright 

was one of the state’s most vibrant tourist 

routes.

The role that the railways played in the 

life of Victorian tourism can be easily 

appreciated by their prominent depiction 

on this Tourist Map published in 1929.

FROM RAILWAY TO RAILTRAIL

While the importance of railways as a 

tourism resource dropped away with the  

proliferation of private motor cars after 

WWII, the rail links returned to the focus of 

visitor attention here in the 1990s.

In the wake of the rail line into Bright line 

closing in 1987, the idea was developed of 

turning the old rail corridor into a multi use 

visitor railtrail. Over a ten year period from 

1993, the trail was completed between 

Wangaratta, Bright and Beechworth. 

A NEW RAIL HERITAGE

Today, throughout the local region, railtrails 

continue a time honoured tradition of 

rail corridors providing access to the 

finest visitor experiences on offer from the 

Murray to the Mountains.

railtrail connections
Here at Wangaratta at the start of the Murray to Mountains Railtrail you actually 
have a rich array of cycle tour options open to you to explore. You can either 
hit the trail and set off eastwards on a one way out and back ride to 
Beechworth / Bright, or else you can also follow the railtrail link 
northwards to the wine country around Rutherglen.

For those riders wanting a loop trail riding 
experience starting and finishing here 
in the town there are a selection 
of routes open to explore 
based around the 
local road networks. visit Wangaratta

To help you 
appreciate the array 

of both accommodation, 
food and other services on offer 

here in the town, snap the QR code 
below to go to the visitwangaratta.com.au. 

website. Also be sure to stop in to the local visitor 
centre located nearby here as shown on the map 

below. Staff there can help you plan your trip to ensure 
you get the best out of your Murray to Mountains experience.

wangaratta – your natural base 

from which to explore the 

region via the Murray 

to Mountains Railtrail 

This layout shows the way in which 

the branding content could be laid out 

on the recommended trailhead node 

signage unit for a person entering the 

town precinct
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2.4 signage in situ
This layout shows how the signage ensemble 

unit and artwork may look when installed on 

a ‘minimum landscape intervention’ basis at 

Beechworth station.
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In the case of the directional signage currently in place along the track, there 

is a clear need over time to upgrade this to represent the new brand and to 

improve the overall functionality of the product.

This in turn raises the question as to what existing signage elements you 

upgrade without removing the underlying structure and which you replace.

In general the simple answer to this question is that the recycled plastic 

posts that form the basis for the current visitor orientation signage remain. 

The simple addition of a new uniform “cover plate” simply screwed in place 

over the existing content will suffice to address this issue.

In relation to the other array of various elements dispersed along the trail, 

these will need to be discarded and new product installed. 

A snapshot summary of the affected signage items is shown below. 

The signage solution to effect this transition is shown overleaf.

3.1 upgrading or replacing

PART 3:
DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE

✓

✗ ✗ ✗ ✗
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Rail Trail.

• For updated information on Fire Danger 
ratings in Victoria or general safety advice, 
call 1800 240 667 or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

located.

This location: 

MURRAY TO MOUNTAINS RAILTRAIL - 
WANGARATTA

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

THIS IS A SHARED USE TRAIL

RAIL TRAIL user guide

LEAVE NO TRACE

•  Take your rubbish home

•  Camp in designated areas only

•  Fires are prohibited in the reserve

CONSIDER OTHERS
When approaching from behind and passing

Wheels to give way to walkers

Pull of the trail pavement when stopping

Keep to the left when necessary

Show courtesy to others

Give way to stock at crossing points

Report any wandering stock within the 
reserves

Don’t trespass on adjoining land

FOR YOUR SAFETY
•  Wear approved helmets

•  Be careful at road crossings; young and 
inexperienced riders should dismount. There 
are many minor road crossings and some 
major road crossings, so don’t forget that 
road rules apply and cars have the right of 
way, not the pedestrian, cyclist or horse rider.

•  Observe all signs and local regulations

•  Be prepared for changes in weather and trail 
conditions

•  Motor vehicles including motor bikes are not 
permitted within the reserve

•  Plan your journey. Take care on Total Fire Ban 
days and days of High Fire Danger/Code 
Red Days.

DOGS
•  Keep dogs on a leash and under control at 

all times

•  Remove dog droppings from the reserve

HORSES
•  Horse riding is not permitted on the trail 

pavement

CARRY
•   Water and food (the availability of drinking 

water along the Rail Trail is limited)

•   Bicycle repair kit and a good pump 

•   Mobile phone (there are some blackspots)

• Sunscreen and insect repellent

REGULATIONS
•  Crown Land Reserves (Murray to Mountains 

Rail Trail Reserve) Regulations 2003 apply 
to this reserve

•  Permits may be required for some events or 
activities. Contact the Council listed below 
for more information

REPORT ANY MISUSE 
Help us maintain and improve our Rail Trail by 
reporting misuse and damage to:

Rural City of Wangaratta PO Box 238 
Wangaratta VIC 3676

Ph: 03 5722 0888 

Email: via contact page on website

Web: murraytomountains.com

STAY INFORMED
Radio Stations for regional/local information 
and emergency broadcasts:

• ABC 774AM

• STAR FM 96.9

FIRE DANGER INFORMATION

Be aware of the Fire Danger Rating as 

you should reconsider your plans to use the 
Rail Trail.

For updated information on Fire Danger 
ratings in Victoria or general safety advice, 
call 1800 240 667 or visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:
SAVING TIME, SAVING LIVES

Emergency Markers are located along the 
Rail Trail.

In an Emergency dial 000 and quote the 
Emergency Marker code where you are 
located.

This location: 
MURRAY TO MOUNTAINS RAILTRAIL - 
WANGARATTA

 

BICYCLES WALKERS NO 
HORSES

DOGS
ON LEASH

NO
MOTOR-
BIKES

Bright 40km

Everton 25km

Bright 40km

Everton 25km

THIS IS A SHARED USE TRAIL

BICYCLES WALKERS NO 
HORSES

DOGS
ON LEASH

NO
MOTOR-
BIKES

✗

✗

✗
✗

✗
✓

Fabricate blade sign out of 100x50mm channel with extended legs for 
in ground footing.
Graphic panels out of 2.5mm aluminium screw fixed to both sides of 
frame.
Direct print from file provided to pre painted panels with clear over 
coated finish - Double Sided.

Fabrication cost ex Factory for a single double 
sided, two plinth unit as above = $1,420 ex GST

Prepare aluminium flat panels with m6 holes and pre painted.
Direct print from file provided and clear over coated - single sided.
Size 300mmWx600mmH

Fabrication cost ex Factory for a single plate 
= $140 ex GST
Price for Replas Post (TBA) - estimated $250

3.2 directional signage suite

Price TBA
Estimated 
fabrication cost 
per panel with 
unistrut fixtures 
$120 ex GST
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Shown here is a mockup of the 

directional signage option suitable 

for location at major track junctions
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This mockup demonstrates the proposed process for upgraded 

existing recycled plastic posts to reflect the new brand.



draftsignageconceptplan
JUNE 2015


	Preface 
	Contents 
	PART 1:
	BRAND CONTEXT
	1.1 the branding challenge
	1.2 current branding assets
	1.3 railtrail values, attributes and personalities

	PART 2:
	TRAILHEAD SIGNAGE
	2.1 landscape setting
	2.2 sign structure options
	2.3 sign content
	2.4 signage in situ

	PART 3:
	DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE
	3.1 upgrading or replacing
	3.2 directional signage suite


